American History II Unit 5: Prosperity and Depression of the 1920s & 1930s Study Guide
Arts and Literature
1. What was the nickname of the group of American writers who spent a lot of time in Europe and became disillusioned (unsatisfied) with American culture? 
2. What themes did Langston Hughes address in his poetry?
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3. What was the Harlem Renaissance?

4. What type of music did Duke Ellington and Louis Armstrong popularize during the 1920s?

Harding’s Administration
5. What did President Harding mean when he called for a “return to normalcy” in his 1920 Presidential election campaign?

6. What was the most well known scandal of Harding’s administration? What happened?

Coolidge’s Administration
7. What was Coolidge’s belief about American business? 
The Roaring Twenties
8. Why is it called the Roaring Twenties?

9. What is a speakeasy?

10. What were some of consequences of prohibition?

11. How did the improvements in technology and urbanization affect life in the 1920s?
12. What is nativism?
13. [image: image2.wmf]What happened during the Scopes Trial?

14. How did the image of the “American Woman” change during the 1920s?

15. What did Marcus Garvey feel was the best course of action for African Americans? 

16. What did the Sacco and Vanzetti trial reveal about America’s views on different political beliefs?

The Great Depression

17. What happened on October 29, 1929? What is the nickname for this day?

18. What was President Hoover’s philosophy for dealing with the depression?

19. How did Americans feel about the way President Hoover handled the depression? 

20. Even before the majority of the country entered the depression, what group of people was in economic trouble during the 1920s? Why?

21. What were some major causes of the Great Depression?

22. What caused the Dust Bowl?

23. Why is it significant that Frances Perkins appointment to FDR’s Cabinet?

24. What caused the Mexican-American population to drop significantly during the Great Depression?

The New Deal

	Neal Deal Program/Act
	Brief Description
	Purpose/Goal

	Civilian Conservation Corps


	
	

	Tennessee Valley Authority


	
	

	Securities and Exchange Commission


	
	

	Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation


	
	

	Fair Labor Standards Act

	
	

	Social Security Act


	
	

	National Labor Relations Act


	
	


25. [image: image3.wmf]What were fireside chats and why did FDR have them?

26. How was the role of government changed by the New Deal?

27. What groups opposed FDR’s New Deal practices?
